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The Future of
Secondary Level Reading
by Ken Krause

Reading instruction in high schools
and middle schools has fantastic
potential. When asked to write this
article, I immediately gazed into my
crystal paperweight. Unfortunately
only a few blurry bubbles materialized.
I told myself, ''I'm certainly no Alvin
Toffler or John Naisbet." The task
seemed overwhelming, until I thought,
"What the heck, I can only be wrong.
And if I'm right, I might be recognized
as the reincarnated H.G. Wells, Jules
Verne, Nostradamus or Wally the
Warlock." So here goes ....
First, I foresee an ever-increasing
number of school districts realizing the
need for people knowledgeable about
secondary reading instruction. The
school improvement craze sweeping
Michigan is addressing mission
statements, goals and assessment.
Eventually it will include building and
subject area learner outcomes. Who
knows more about writing these than
reading people who have written
philosophies, goals and objectives for
state committees and local districts
since the incarnation of MEAP?
Reading specialists demonstrate the
application of research based strategies
in content areas. If there is a need to
link outcomes to instruction, the
reading specialist will be in demand.
Since a large commitment of time
will be required to model and instruct
staff on learning strategies, district
consulting jobs must be created with an

adequate budget. Within five years state
legislators will devise a plan to pry
more money out of taxpayers and
deposit it into education. More state
dollars will be available to support local
district literacy efforts.
Administrators will realize that
quality comes from people who work
full time with teachers, not with the
consultant who advises on his/her prep
hour or after school because of daily
classroom responsibilities. The "new
breed" of consultant will need experience and training. Standards will
take on new meaning. Knowledgeable,
certified consultants and teachers, who
lead students to meet standards set by
the school district and the community,
will be in demand.
Universities will also become
involved. Off-campus programs for
educators will be offered through
intermediate school districts. Professional coursework will be more
readily available, and since school
districts will highly value their teachers'
expertise, higher pay and track incentives will be offered. Universities
will realize that theory is not a substitute for real life experience. Professors will be required to spend at least
one year out of every three working in
classrooms. They will join building
teams that use teacher-researcher work
when making instructional decisions.
The laboratory of school experience will
result in better teacher preparation

when professors return to their
campuses.
Note my use of the word
"consultant." School districts will realize
that it is more efficient and effective to
pay district and building consultants to
work with staff in classrooms where
they multiply their influence and
knowledge by their teacher contacts.
The consultant who shares a strategy
and then follows-up with 20 teachers,
who in turn use it with 150 students
each, has influenced possibly 3000
minds instead of the 150 students
he/ she might encounter in reading
classes.
The Michigan Department of
Education is proceeding with
"inclusion" plans, having special
education teachers working with their
caseload in regular classes. These
situations will make it that much easier
for specialists to gain footholds in
classrooms. Teachers will want to know
ways of teaching all students. Special
education teachers will want to know
tactics that work with their children.
National and state demographics
characterize large groups of young
Americans who have social and learning problems. However, I predict that
forces now mobilizing will devise
programs to address the needs of these
children. Reading instruction will be
one part of a massive restructuring of
education that makes learning fun and
useful in large measure for all students.
I foresee the demise of classes
which are often remedial geared solely
to homogeneous reading instruction.
The remaining courses with "reading"
in their titles will be available to all
students and will teach application with
real world materials and a variety of
content area texts. In those classes
students will focus on developing
creative and critical reading skills
leading to a higher level of literacy.

Language arts will eventually
infiltrate the domain of science, social
studies and math teachers along with
those who teach in special areas.
Content teachers will realize that
reading, writing, speaking and listening
are vehicles through which instruction
flows. English classes will change also.
In their junior year or sooner, most
students will enter classes that develop
literacy skills applied to occupations
and current events. Along with those
classes, I visualize a renewed interest in
the study of literature due to an
increasing number of students who
wish to learn about art, music and
literature by enrolling in humanities
courses. The English curriculum will be
enriched by many electives open to all
students.
Those specialists and consultants I
mentioned earlier won't have "reading"
in their titles. Instead, they will be
learning consultants who demonstrate
how to integrate language arts and who
will espouse the philosophy that
students will better remember when
they talk with others about something
they have written in response to their
reading.
I visualize these consultants in the
forefront of collegial programs such as
peer coaching and cooperative learning.
As teachers learn new methods,they
will plan together and practice newly
acquired skills by observing and
exchanging information with their
colleagues. Consultants will be available to offer advice and encouragement.
Media Centers will assume new
roles in the secondary reading program
of the future. The media specialist will
supply circulating carts of novels,
magazines and other requested materials to classrooms that can be
checked-out electronically by the
teachers. All schools will use these
materials during a daily half-hour

sustained silent reading period.
The center will also be a production
company where students will come to
work on class projects using video
equipment and computers. Teachers
will also use the equipment to develop
lessons. Student research assignments
will be done on computers networked
together using an electronic encyclopedia and other reference programs.
While writing reports on computers,
students will access reference information and electronically copy it directly
into their papers. Pictures, maps and
charts will be added to reports enhancing their quality.
The media center's professional
library of subject matter videos will be
enriched by materials created by staff
and students. Upon request, the media
technician will use the library video
system to transmit the program directly
into the requesting teacher's classroom.
Media personnel will assist in
producing compact disk (CD) supplements to the school yearbook. The
tie between reading and video will
become stronger. Teaching staffs will
know that media centers are hubs of
school activity.
The technology students learn
about and use in schools will be
commonplace on jobs. Employability
standards and measures will become a
driving force that brings the world of
business into secondary schools. The
gains and innovations that come from
people working together will bring a
realization that students learn best
when they work cooperatively. Business
partnerships with secondary schools
will reap important benefits. Students
will spend course time in real jobs with
mentors. Student skills will be applied
to real, authentic reading in problemsolving situations with professionals in
business and industry. Back in school,
students will share their experiences in

speaking and writing and become
critical consumers of textbook information in industrial arts, business,
home economics, and science.
As students are exposed to new
technology in the workplace, teachers
and administrators will see the need to
learn more about computers, robotics,
optical disks and other devices that will
improve 21st Century living standards.
For a while, educators will be a few
steps ahead of their students. But
eventually they will teach the
technology with a blend of reading and
problem solving activities that will
bring students to new levels of
understanding. The relevance and
challenge of jobs, technology and
materials will offer built-in motivation
to hold student interest.
The nature of assessment will also
change. Student learning will be demonstrated by a variety of products
based on interests. Portfolios will follow
students through their academic
careers. Standardized test scores will
only be a small part. Art projects,
videos of student performance in
athletics, dance and drama will be
included. Compact disks will testify to
student musical aptitude. Written
stories, plays and essays will prove
student knowledge and language
facility. Proof of student learning will
follow them into life after school.
Secondary reading instruction will
be infused into a rich array of learning
experiences. It will be impossible to tell
exactly when reading improves since
growth will be immersed in a variety of
activities. Skill by skill instruction,
typical of worksheets and unit tests,
will be a relic of the past. Mastery will
be measured by application and
creation.
Academics argue that education
along with history moves in cycles. I
believe the 1990's will see the curve turn

into a straight line extending upward as
students attain new levels of literacy
and are better prepared to move into an
exciting world in which they play
productive roles.
Perhaps my predictions are overly
optimistic, but I see secondary teachers
across Michigan eager to learn new
ideas and incorporate them with their
students. Print materials, strategic
research, topical conferences, and the
sheer enthusiasm of educators who love
learning, their profession and their
students will result in an age of
enlightenment that will add a new
dimension of excitement and satisfaction to education.
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at sessions at the conference. The center
section of the Journal is the "Conference
at a Glance." It is designed to be pulled
out so you can take it to the conference
with you. Please make sure you check
your Program Booklet when you arrive
at the conference for any last minute
changes. If you have any questions
regarding the conference, please call
Sheila Elyea, MRA Office,
at 616-361-2232, or
Annena McCleskey, Conference Chair,
at 313-911-9139.
Congratulations and special
thanks to Annena and her Conference
Planning Commission/Committee. The
preview of what is offered at the
conference demonstrates the many
hours of planning that has been
involved in making this one of the most
exciting Michigan Reading Conferences
yet!
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